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: 1 che en ic Darch of Baſſ gbourn there is 4 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


Library juſt now founded by a private Gen- 


tleman, for the Uſe and Benefit of ſuch of the 
„ neighbouring Clergy, and other Lovers of Learn- 
ing, as are not otherwiſe furniſh'd with Books 
Convenient, neceſſary, or ſufficient for them. If 
any Gentlemen will be pleas d to contribute any 
Book or Books towards the Augmentation of the 
ſaid Library, they ſhall with all juſt Gratitude be 
e as FR n. 5 
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Granado Pigott 9 
Edward N iehringale 


AND 


The reſt of the G ad Pariſhio- 


ners of Boſe ! and e 


5 Worby and Good Sirs, 5 . 


Place, when and where it was preach d. Aud 


uu will remember, that it was preach d on the 
Make, or Feaſt of the Dedication of our Pariſh- 
Church: Which is no Novel or Upſtart Comme. 
1 moration-Feſtival ; but continu d down to us 1, ear 


after Tear, from the very Original Conſecration. 


And I find in an Old Book of the Church War- 
dens Accounts, that above 200 Tears ago, it was 
obſerv d for ſeveral Days together ; but that in the 
Tear of our Lord 1511, in the 7 bird . Tear of the 

1 of King ar VIII. St. Margaret's Day 


n Rn A 


F E EN this Sermon comes to your 
Hands (which has nothing to recom- 
mend it, but the Rural Plainneſs 
En cos Dreſs) I know, you will exped } 
he gl here ſay ſomething concerning the Time and 
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1 The Dedication 


Quly 980 was the grand and principal Day of the 
Fealt, and particularly diſtinguiſh'd with more than 
0 ordinary Solemrities. For on that Day of that Year, 
at a publick and very great Expence (as the World 
went then) was alted the Play of the Holy Martyr 
St. George. And at the ſame time was made a 
very coſtly, plentiful and free Entertainment; o- 
wards the Charge of which, beſides many private 
Contributions, there were no fewer than Seven and 
twenty of the er Towns that contrilu. 
ted out of their publick Stocks, viz. Royilon, 
Tharfleld, Me!bourn, Lyttillington, Whaddon, 
| Stepulmordon, Berly, Aſhewell, Abyngton, Or- 
_ well, Wendey, Wyndpole, Meldreth, Arryngton, 
Shepreth. Kelley, Wyllyngham, Fulmar, Gyldyn- 
mordon, Taddelow, Crawdeyn, Hattely, Wraſt-⸗ 
lyng o orthe, Haſſelyngſſeld, Barkwey, Foxtun, 
Kneſeworthe. For ſo they are ſet down in the ſame - 
Order (I preſume) as their Contributions were N 
y their reſpective Officers. 
And ſurely, we may from Vence infer, that Ours 
mas a Church of ſingular and ſuperlative Note and 
Eminenc), and very trarſcendently dienified in thoſe 
Days, ſince ſo many ſurrounding Tou nſhips (as they = 
are called) became Contributaries, with the beter 5 
Grace ard greater Solemnity to celebrate the Feaſt 
| 70 the pious Memory of its Dedication. 
I cannot indeed, by the flrifteſs Scrutiny that I = 
have been able to make, find in expreſs Words, to 
whom the Church was Delicate. But St. Marga- 
ret's Day Jeing (as J obſerved before) the Chief 
and oe Solemn 29 of its Dedicarion-Feltival, 


may 


The Dedication. — 


157 frongly jnclive us to believe, that it was Deli 1 


cated to that + Saint's Memory. 


But then I muſt add, that within the Noble by: 


| brick were Three Altars. For leſides That in the 
f Chancel, there was One in the Abartment * now cal- 


led tbe School. Houſe; another in the oppoſite 


Place ||, now called the Batchellor's Pew : One 7 


which was Our Lady's; the other St. John's Altar. 
Ibo I cannot find (I ſay) the Altar in the Chance! 
to be diſtinguiſhed by any Saint's Name; but always 8 


called The High Altar. 


There is one 1 more, that Tam in 2 tale "= 


rotice of, which I diſcover d from the Church- War- 


dens Accounts for the Tears 1497, and 14983 
nameh, that the Church had been robb'd : It is 5 5 
indeed. ſaid of vha:; but certainly, of Things of a 


eb ſiderable Value, as we may juſtiy conjecture from 
© the Remains which the oder: pops Hard, had aff 
behind them. . 
F.̃.or in thiſe Two 7, ears Accounts made rojether, 9 
N after the Wardens had particularly charged ſo much 


paid to Meſſengers ſent to London, 10 Oxford, to 


eee, to St. Ives, to ſearch ul the c lurch. : 


* 


| 4 St. Margaret was 3 at b ee ah Dates 4; an Te 
' Heathen Prieſt. Olzbius, Pre ſident of the Eaſt, under the Ro- 
mani, had an Inclination : co marry her: But finding ſhe was 


_ Chriſtian, he relpited it, till he could perſuade her to leave 
her Religion; - Which ſhe ablolutely re tuſing, his Love turned 


into Hatred and Cruelty to her; pucting her co divers unmer- 
cCiful Tortures: At laſt he cut off ber He cal, Nicooll;) Com- 5 
ment. on the Com, Praver. _ ; 


2 Then Our Lady 5 Charel. # The n St. Jobn's Chapel. 
| Gear; ; 
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Gold. 
Te ſeveral A ii H angings 285 ts, 5 
; rains, were likewiſe of Velvet and vilk of various | 
Colours, wrought and painted with the like curious | 
Figures and Repreſentations. 
'T, he Banner-Cloaths and Streamers, of Red 1 | 
'Grees Si. 'K (70 te worn on Rogation-Days) were in 
like AE 


"3 => WM Dedication? : 


83 it + appears, that an Iaventory was then 
made of the reſt that had eſcap d the Sacrilege : 
For at the Conclufion of the id Accounts, they 
charge ſo much given for writing the Inventory of 
the Church. Goods · which was then prefixed to the 
: Book of Accounts. 


It would not, I am ſure, be meh to the Cu- 


rious, to ſee the Inventory in Words at length; but 
I Thave not room for it here (whatever I may have 
upon another Occafion hereafter.) Ican only now ſtay 
8 obſerve, That 
Tube Sacerdotal Copes aud Garments were very 
numerous, ſuited to the ſeveral Orders and Degrees 
of Prielts, Deacons and Sub-Deacons. Some 0 
which Attire was indeed of a coarſer ſort, to be worn 
A Lent and on Faſts: But the nday and Ferial 
8 Veſtments were very ſplendid and rich. 
Some of Red, ſome of Blue Velvet. Others of | 
White, Black, Red, Blue and Green Silk, wrought 
2d embroyder'd with Angels in Gold, with the da- 
lutation of our Bleſſed Lady, with Lions and Swans 
in Gold, with Croſſes and Crowns of Gold, with 
| Leopards and Cranes, and Eagles in Gold, with. 
Flowers de Luce, and other Flowers; and were alſo 


adorned with rich Ecinges, Taſlels and Knots of 
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The Dedication. : 8 5 y 
like manner painted and embroider'd with Dragons, 
with the Image of our Lady, with the Image of 
the Trinity and St. George, and of St. George 
and the Dragon. 
A Cloth for the High Cracifis flain'd with the 
[Cross, and all the Inſtruments of the Paſſion. 
ir | Cloaths in the Rood-Loft, ſtaind and painted 
with the Apoſtles, and with an Eagle and Lilly-Pot. 
A Velvet.- Cloth for the Canopy, to be born over 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, with the Image of the 
Crucifix broider'd in the midſt therof, and the | 
| Names of the Donors in the four Corners. 
1 muſt but juſt mention the Cloaths for the Imaz 
ges, the Linnen Cloaths, Towels, (one of which | 
contained in Length xxix Tards of Diaper, axetber _ 
xix of Flaxen) Napkins, Velvet and Silk Cuſhi- 
ons, Crucifixes, Croſſes and Staves , Chalices, 
Candleſticks, Standards, Books, Pyxes, Crewets, 
2 Wine. Bottle of Leather, Baſons, Cryſmatories, 
and the like kind of Furniture. For a particular 
Account of all which, I muſt refer you to the Inven- 
Tory 2zt ſelf, which may be ſeen in the Old Book 
_ aforeſaid, now in the Church-Library. - 
1 Twill only further beg leave to add, that 1 N 
1 not be underſtood as if I intended by theſe Hints to 
„ recommend any thing in the Houſe of God that's 
| _ Gawdy and Theatrical, or that looks like Vain 
Pomp, Superſtitious Pageantry, or Idolatry. But 
certainly, what's gravely Magnificent, and decent- 
| ly Ornamental, may very well become the Sacred. 
Counts of the Great King of all the World. 


And 


Fd 


The Pedicatior 


ſure, the preſent State of the Magnificent Edifice, 
in which we worſhip the God of our Fathers. 7 4 
am obliged, very gratefully to acknowledge that great 
Things have of late Tears been done to the lofty 
Structure, by extraordinary Church Rates; but yet 


Z and Munificence of a Gentleman, whoſe Name and 
1 good Deeds I could here very willingly commemo- 


: ſolemn Areals T can only pray God to reward 8 

=Z| him openly at the laſt Dey. 

=Y Ad that it may pleaſe the ſame Auth arkd Giv- 
er of all Good Things, to remember you all con- 
cerning this, and not to wipe out the good Deeds 
that you have done for the Houſe of our God, zs 


fincere and hearty Prayer of, 
(ahi Worth by and * very good Fiend) 


3 Your moſt Faithful and 
July 15. 1717. 
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"ad This (I, rejoyce 70 ſa 90 is now in ſome mea. 


that a great deal is owing to the generous Bounty . 


rate; but being under the Reſtraint "of a ſtrict and | 


(in the Words of Nehemiah, Cup. 13. v. T4 the 5 1 0 
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ACTS xxiv. 14. 


But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the 
[0 worſhip EY 


Way which they call Herefie, le, 
the God of my Father, -— 


{tle was neither afraid nor aſhamed to own himſelt 


Morſhipper of God after this Way. Bur, ſaid he to the Se 
. fy Judge himſelf, at whoſe Tribunal he then ſtood, 


. Ru 


'Y which Way i is meant the Clritian Religion, IE 
or the Way of Worſhip in the then Cbriſtian 
Church : For ſo the Firſt Chriſtians were 
+" il called Men and Women of this Way, Acts N 
And again, This Way was evil ſpoken of, Acts 19.9. 
And in the 234 Verſe of the ſame Chapter, there 
| was no ſmall Stir about this Way. Such was the Mad-_ 
meſs of the People at that time, ſo violent their Hſurre- 
ctions, their Routs and Riots againſt Primitive Chriſtia- 
"= ikYs that the Profeſſors of it were not only reviled 
and branded as | Hereticks, but proſecuted as the worlt i 
of Criminals, _ = 
And this was St. pants Caſe: in my Texr; He 
was even then arraign'd and accus'd before the Go- 
vernour Felix, as a i peſtilent Fellow, and- a Mover of 
Sedition; becauſe he was a Ringleader of the Set of the 
 Nazerencs, as the Chriſtians were then ſpicefully 
called. DF 
And yet at the very Bar. and to the very Faces of 
that keen Pleader and Ora: or Tertullus, and the reſt 
of thoſe rancorous and enraged Jews, that mana- 
ged againſt him, our Glorious and Undaunted 7 = 
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"Ms [ confeſs unto how th after the Way which % ; 
call Her fre, ſo worſnip 1 the God of my Fathers, 
After che Way + tick they call Hereſie! There is 
indeed 1 very formidable Woe denounced againſt thoſe 
- Who call Evil Good, and Good Evil, Wa. 5. 20. And 
pet it has been an old Diſeaſe, a common Phrenſie, 
in moſt Ages; and almoſt all Nations, Languages 
and People have been infected with it. Many and 
great Evils have thus play d the Cheat in Diſpuiſe, 
and have put upon the deluded World by this Forgery 


c, falle Titles, and by ſtamping upon themſelves 


Good Names, For thus, how many wild Enthuſtuſts 
has a mere warm Fancy made, when it has paſs'd for 
Conſcience ? And how oft and ruefully has Perſecution 
aroſe, and broke out in Flames, under the Notion of 
A burning Zcal? Even F:dion it felf has enſnar'd its 
Thoulands, through the AMask of Faith ; and Rebellion . 
its Ten Thouſands, under the Cloak of Religion. And 
then, Cn. 

As it is a common 4 thus to mil. lad Men 
into Evil, by perfuming and ſmoothing it over with 
the pre cicus Ointment of a Good Name; z EVEN ſo, On the 5 
other hand, tis a like uſual Device, to 4. them 
from That which is Geed, by expoſing it in black 
and frightſul Characters, and by faltenipg upon it an 


i Name. As for inſtance again; all Good Order and 


3 in the Houſe of God, how unmercifully 
have they been railed at, and turned out of Doors 5 
for no other reaſon in the World but this, that they 
were flander'd and abus'd with bad Scunds, and mi- 
_calld by the Hard Names of Superfiticn and Ido- 


8 larry 2 


'Tis true, indeed, there may be reaſon ſometimes 
for ſpeaking plain, and for calling Evil Things by Evil 
| Names. And would it not be well if it was always ſo? 
that a flattering Paint might never be laid on, either 
to mend the Complexion, or to hide the Deformi- 


ties 
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they 
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141 


ties of what i is ahr Evil ; but that it might be al. 


ways expoled in its own ugly f Bi and Colours, 


by and called by its own proper Num? 


But then again, I would have the lane Juſtice 


done on the other fide, to what is Virtuous and Good, 
As I would have no Vice dignily d with any ſuch 
Title of Reſpect, as may beſpeak it a Reputation in the 
World; ſo neither would J have any Virtue ſuffer in 
its Character by any d:{crcdiring App. ULitives., But 
So long as there is a Devil in Hell, and Men of 
Intereſt and ill Deſizns upon Earth, the bell things 
will be liable to be the moſt and werſt abus d: And 
ſo long as there is any Oln in the World, the 
Light it ſelf muſt expect to be ſometimes chinded; 
And as the Stick in Lees. n, When he could not o- 
thetrwiſe oppoſe the Truth, feil a calling N. me. * 
even ſo the Enemies of Religion, when they hare 
no more that they can do, they will not fail o 
blacken it, and to throw Dirt enongh upon it, wich their 
wonted Aſſurance, b ſome of it will fti: TY - 
And this was the unhappy Fate and Portion of 
che Chriſtian Vs ay! in ics moſt innocent Infancy. 
As concerning this Sett, ſaid the Jews, we know, that 
every where it is pe Ken againſt, A Acts 28. 22. And as 
it was in the Beginning, fo it has been in all Ages. 
Even when Chriſtianity had ſurvived Tyranny and 
Ten Perfecutions, and the wicked Hands of Men 
were ty d up from raging againſt it with the Sword ; 
yet {till thoſe it per Swords, tlie Tongues of Men, 1 5 
were let lovis againſt it, and it paſs'd the Try.l of 
Cruel Mockings, and went through a W orld ol Evi: 


Report and Slander... 


If it were ne 2dful, 4+ could g give you long oy 


Centuries that are already paſt; but think it now 


Solemicy, to come ncarer hong; 


1 ů—ð⁵— Ve 


8 large Accounts cf this, Quite through the eee | 


more ſeaſonable, and more proper for the pretent 
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Wee ſare at this time to be 71 in the Lord for the 
Dedication of this particular Chad in which we are 
now aſſembled; and to celebrate the Memorial with 
an Exultation and Gladſomeneſs becoming the 
| keligious Occaſion: For now is the Annual 
Return of its Conſecration- Feſtival. And This | Houſe Z 
f God is not a Temple of Idols, No, there is not 
the leaſt Idolatry or Superſtition, Popery or Fanati- 
ciſm, in that Way in which we 00 here worſhip the 
| God of our Fathers, _ 
And yet, as Hereſte, Herefe fe was fill the Bolt that 
was ſhot by Fools at every turn, againlt the pri- 
mitive Way of Worſhip ; even ſo, in theſe latter 
Times, has Popery been the odious and Teproach- 
ful Word given to our Way of Worſhip in the Church 
of Englend; and which has begot as much angry 


- 4 eve SOR are dr Art rns t. 


Prejudice, and ill Blood againſt it, as was created 


againſt the the Primitive Worſhip, wo: the . 
Charge of H.refie. But now, : 
As the pretent finniverſary obli iges us (as I ſaid 


before). with picus and grateful Hearts to com- 


memorate the Dedication of this Church, I think, we 
cannot diſcharge our Duty in the Caſe to detter | 
purpoſe, than by vindicating and juſtifying that 
Worſhip of G in this dacred e which Is 5 by 
Len eſtabliſned. . 5 
And therefore to do this as Canfendlaaſy as 1 
can, I will endeavour to wipe off at once, all 
that Aſperſion of Peper, Which in a general Way | 
is laid to the Charge of our whole Common- 
Preper- Bock , viz. When N 78 falſy accuſed 3 
be no other, or better, than the Popiſh Mali. 

Book it felt een ated 1 into Engl. 1 8 85 5 


This... | 
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This, 1 confels. is no new Accuſation ; nor bas 
it eſcap d unanſwer d: But enough has been ſaid 
(as one might juſtly have hop'd) to have hiſsd 
it from off the Stage of Controverſie for ever, 
and to have bury d it in an Eternal Silence. 
But, it ſcems, it was not Dead, but only ſlepr, and 
is now again very unkindly and unreaſonably » | 
 wak'd and renew'd by ſome Falſe Brethren among 
our ſelves, and that moſt excellent ay is once 
more call 4 Popery, after which? we Worſhip tne God © 
our Fathers. 1 
I fhall take leave to ſpeak very plainly, and as 
: briefly as is poſſible to this Matter. 


CE Andi in the: fiſt place, 1 at; not hs ata nn 
a ay, that if our Way 
and truly according to the Ae Book, I would not 
| loſe this very Opportunity of calling upon, and 
| perſuading you to become Diſfenters 3 ; to forſake 
_ This, and all other Aſcmblies of the Church "&- 
land; ro come out from among tbem, and not to . 1 
5 with thews in their Sins. © 
But this is not (God be thanked) this is not e 
our Caſe, as I will now undertake (begging 
your Permiſſion and Patience) very clearly to 
ſhew you. Y 
And might I now he beard: by thoſe who. aw. 
_ raiſed and renewed the freſh Cry againſt our 
Common. Prayer- Books , that they are Engliſh Maſi» 
Books, I would, without either Haar or Flame, very 
 Calmly and Undiſfurbedly thank them for this won- 
derful Favour, that they will own our Prayers 
to be entirely "Engliſh : For they own them con- 
ſequently, not to be altogether ſo Popiſh as the 
5 Maſe Bock Prayers are. For the Maſs- Book Pray 
ers are in Latin, and are ſuch as St. Paul tells us, 
the Unlearned cannot ſoy Amen 4% are in 
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very Bottom, 


1 


an Unkeown Tongue to the Vulgar, which is a groſs. 


Piece of Popery, of which our Prayers in the 
Common Prayer. Bool are thus confeſs d Not Guilty. 
And I muſt add, that tis too great a Kind- 

| neſs in all Conſcience, too much Honour done, 


and too much Commendation given to the Maſs- 


Boot, when it fo clearly and deſignedly intima- 
ted to People that underſtand it not, to be as 
excellent and good a Book as the Common- Prayers 
C 8 e 


Lou who know and underſtand the Common= 


Prayer- Book, when you hear it ſaid to be the Maſs | 
Book in Engliſh, I beſeech you to tell me, what 
ſort of Prayers can you then imagine the Maſs- 

Book to contain? Can you have the leaſt Suſ- 


picion or Jealouſie, that there are any Prayers 


in it to the Virgin Mary? Any Invocations of 
Saints or Angels? Why ? You very well know, 
and cannot bur acknowledge, that there are no ſuch 
 Tdolatrous Prayers or Invocations in the Common- = 
Prayer Book. Ard therefore the frightful and fad 
Tale that is told of the Likeneſs of the Common- 
Prayer- Book with the Maß- Book, tis what ſome Men 
call a mere pious Fraud: A very fine and fair (tho 
falſe) Pretence to cozen and delude the Ignorant 
into a much better Opinion of the Maſs- Buok than 
"uo 43 (( ( 


But here then, ta clear up this matter from the 


_ _ Suppoſe that you had a Legal Commiſſion, a juſt. 
Power and Authority to accompliſh (what has fo | 
long been wiſh'd for) a happy Reformation in the 

| Church of Rome. Suppoſe, I ſay, that the Fan was | 

put into your Hands, lawfully and rightfully to 
purge that Floor: What, would you make no Diffe- 
rence between the H heat and the Tures; or between 
the Corn and the Chef? But would you fan all away 


together? 


7 


together ? 2 Why truly, this would be a right Exem- 


5 Plificaticn the ſuorteſt Way ; and ſuch a one would be 


a Thorough P urgation indeed, and juſt like the Thorough | 


Reformation which has been fo — rung in our 
„ 


But more 1 partjeaturly, Firſt. 8 that you 
were to reform that Church's Creed, which con- 


tains all the Articles of her preſent Faith : And 


88. 


80 That you were to reform ie 8 
5 and her Way of aa which is now according 


| to that Faith. 


Firſt, Jap that vou were to reform that | 
Church's Creed, which contains all the Articles of 


1 her e Faith. 


Now in this Cale, to od fairy, e 5 

; and ſoberly, without all unjuſt Partiality, and blind 
Prejudice, you could not deny, but that even in 
the Church of Rome, they believe all the Articles of 

the Chriſtion Faith ; and that too, not only as they 


are contained in the Apoſles Creed bur as they 


are explained in the Nicene and Athanaſian Creed. 
hey believe all that we believe ; and I hope 
* chat ſo far you will readily allow and confeſs their 
Faith as well as ours, to Be the truly Ancient, Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Faith, and to need no Refor- 
mation. You could not indeed, for ſhame, pre- 


tend to wrangle with them abour this Faitb which 


was once deliver'd to the Saints, Their Belief is 


thus far unqueſtionable ; or, at the leaſt, there can be 


no Diſpute between Us and Them abou ut it; but 
a only Ms. That He account "of ſuffccient, and They : 
40 not. Ard this, in ſhore, is the true State of 
the Caſe; ch ach it be very true, that They be- 
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and that there is a Purgatory, 
tbere detained, » are  belped * the "yl F — of rhe 
=; Faithful. 5 


we te le worſh 18 d and mg 4 * and their Reliques to be 
v. nerated. 


= 2 and of the other Saints, are to be had and re- 
| tained, and that due Honour and r are to be im- 
parted 16 .. 


5 zo his Church, and that the Uſe 77 tber is my 1 fo 
. Cries People. 5 


ments of the 1 
Feſu: Cbriſt; and a great deal more of the like na- 
ture. 


: 5 Church of Rome. 
this the true Popery of their Faith: : 
theſe new, Roman, Popijh Articles that We differ and 
diſpute with them. The: are what w cannot, dare 
not embrace; 
God, than eicher contained therein, or to be 
0 thereby. _ Nay, 
led ad deformed their Creed; and thus far therefore 
it ought to be reformed ; and even your Thorough Re- 
Formation chus far would be no more than neceſſary. 


[8] 


lere all the Three Cres that We believe 3 yet we b 
cannot believe all that They believe. 


And ſrom hence it is, that we are to ſtart the 


: Controverſie; and what we lay to their Charge, is 

this: To the Twelve Articles of the Apeſtles Creed they 
have made very numerous and very Antichriſtian 
| Additions ; 


0 5 multiply d chat Apoſtolical Number. 


and have exceedingly encreas d and 
, 

They further profeſs to believe Tranfubfencictien, 

and that rhe Souls 


As allo, that 1 Saints de reign together with Cbriſt, Ks 


_ And that the Images of Crip, if the Bleſed . 0 


And that the Power of Tedulgences Was 26 FE Chrif 1 5 


And that there are "Coven true . proper PRs 
New Covenant inſtituted by our Lord 


And theſe. ire ü drgicles which are "hs to 5 
This is their own Roman Creed; 1 
And it is abour. 


as being rather contrary to the Word of : 
reved. 
bur thus far ic is that they have ſwel- 


But == 


(1 


But then you would ſoffciemh reform their Creed : 
"ber them, by pronouncing the Sentence of a 


Deleatur upon every one of theſe Additional Ar- 


ticles; and twould be enough to _— and blot 


out of it , 1 believe Tranſubſtantiation; 1 conſtantly 


bold that there is 4 Purgatory ; I moſt firmly Aer, | 


that the Saints are to be worſhipped and pray'd to, and 
the like. But after all this, you mult be ſure ro 
ſtop in good time, and to remember, that tis 


only their Roman, and not their Catbolick and 


Apeſtolick Faith, that you are to condemn : No, 
but you are flill to allow them to believe in 
God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and in TFeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord; and ſo on 
to the End of the . Creed. 1 : 


"And then Secondly, Suppoſe, that you were to 


reform their Prayers, and their Way of N which : 
is now according to their Faith. 


Why truly, here again you muſt be pleaſed to 


| know. that even in their A.- Book, ER are 
ſome very good Prayers; yea, that beſt and per- 
Ifecteſt of Prayers, the Lord's Prayer it ſelf, 
| which muſt be humbly acknowieg's, to want no 
Reformation. - 


But then, though we cannot wie - or july 
find fault with That, or with any other Part of 


| their publick Worſhip , Which is grounded non, 


and may be juſtify d by their Chriſtian Belief : 


yer the Points of their Roman Creed betray and 
enſnare them into a till farther Worſhip, that 


wants to be reform d as much As that Roman Creed it 


ſelf does. 


: For, 
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For, though by their 800d on Chrition Faith 


they are oblig'd to worſhip their Creator only; 
yet by their New Roman Faith they are bound : 
to worſhip Creatures alſo. And though by their 
Chriſtian Belief, Feſus Cbriſt is their Only Medi- 
ator and Advocate; yet by their 3 the 
Bliſſed Virgin and the Bleſſed Saints are * = 
with him. : 
By their Belief of. Ns they are 
engaged ro the Adoration of the Hoſt 3 and by 
their Belief of Purgatory, it becomes their Du- 
ty to pray for the Dead, and for the Delivery of 
their burning Souls out of thoſe imaginary 5 5 
Flames. 5 
Their # orſhip of * Inge and Reliquer, their 
Latin Service, and their maim'd Communion, are Owe 
: ing to the ſame Po piſh Creed „ | - 
And hence it is "likewiſe, that beſides che 3 
Prayers to God in the Mzſ5-Book, there are alſo 
ſome other very Sinful and Idolatrous Ones: For 
ſuch are their Prayers to the Virgin Mary, their 
Inocations of Angels and Arch- Angels, of all the 
Orders of Ble Spirits, of the Patriarchs and 
 Priphets, of St. Peter and all the other Apoſtles, 
bf all che Holy Martyrs, and Biſhops, and Confe/ſors, 
and Holy Doctors, and Prieſts, and Levites, and 
Monks, A H. mite, and Virgins, and Widows, and 
I know not whom. Nay, and hence it is, that they 
have Images bleſs'd and conſecrated, and ſet up to re- 
ceive Incence, Oblations, and many Honours from 
them, and to cæcite their Devotion unto their Saints and 
5 Patrons. A 5 
e this. is what we ly cal the pen * 
their Worſhip; and to purge it from all theſe 
Corruptions, a Thorough Reformation would be al- 
together neceſſary: And you would do well to 
_ daſh out of the 4 Ene with ſome Lodignation, 


= 


- 7. 
3 * 8 
4 1 <2* Gudug — 
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alli its kalen Prayers and Invocations of Saints and 
Angels: But then, I hope, that the Lord's Prayer, and - 
the good Prayers to God the Father, to God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, might eſcape - Ho Wrath, and be ws 


_ allowd of as good Prayers ſtill. 


And this was the wiſe, the temperate ad can. 
nable Method which the pious and good Men took 


who were the happy Reformers of the Church of England. 


They did not inconſiderately, raſhly, lightly, or 
 wantonly paſs Sentence upon any thing, much leſs 
upon every thing, before Trial: No, but very diſ- 
| creetly foberly, cooly, adviſedly, «nd in the Fearof | 
God, did they ry all Ag and choſe the God, as well 885 


CA rc fuſed the Evil. 


They did not go about to frame New Set, 4 or 
to invent a New Way of Worſhip ; but to reform the 
_ Old. They thought it enough to reje the Nowel Inn 
dventions, the Superſtitious and I Practices that had _ 


been introduc'd and added to the primitive Worſhip : 


But they were exceedingly careful to ſpare that 
primitive Worſhip it ſelf, fo far as it remained. in its 
EY and Apoſtolick Purity. 1 
They did not (as ſome have been taught very dad; : 
ly to do) give the hard Name of Popery, right or 
wrong, to the whole A.- Book, without exception: 
For then the Three Creeds muſt have been called Po- 
piſh Creeds, and the Lord's Prayer a Popiſh Prayer : But 


they did not, I ſay, proceed at any ſuch wild rate; 


but as they proved all rings, lo they beld faſt that which”: - 
was good: And as they try d the 00g. that differ d (as 
the Original Words may ſignifie, as wm Juydſey vuds 
mn? agiggila; ) fo they approved the things that are excel» 
lent, as the ſame Words are very well tranſlated in 
- Our Engliſh Bibles, Phil. 1. 1e, 
And certainly, what is truly goed and excelent, is 


never the leſs /, for having been in the Mat. 


Duc the \ warm Men, who are o at Hard and; pecv. in, . 
| Cc 2 0 


kuf 


as to quarrel with any of our Henne, Collets or Pray- 


ers upon that account; they may een as wiſely, 


and as well find fault with the cleaneſt and beſt Wheat, 
for its having been among the Straw and the Cha; 
or With the fineſt and pureſt Gold, for its having been 


among the Hirt and the Droſs. In a Word, 


If che Church of England does now agree with the 
| Charch of Rome in any Part of her Creed, or of her 
 Worſbip, it is not in any of the New, Roman, 1Idola- 

trous or Popiſh Parts of them; it is not in any of 
her Innovations in Faith, or Cerruptions i in Worſhip ; but 

only in thoſe Things that are Ancient and Apoſtolick, 
and in which ſhe agrees with the Holy Scriptures, and 
vith the primitive Church. And ſurely, I ſhall not 


need to ſay, that we muſt not differ with the Holy 


Scriptures, and with the Primitive Church, becauſe 
the Church of Rome does in ſome things agree with +: 


5 q them. 


with Unwritten Traditions, or Romantick Legends, We 


worſhip none but God, We deſire the Interceſſion of 
our Saviour, as our only Mediator and Advocate; 5 
and dare not admit the moſt glorious Sim to the 
leaſt Partnerſhip with him in his Mediateria! Office. 
No Images or Relicks are here worſhipped. Here's 
no Adoration of the Hoſt, or Maſſis for the Dec 4, W . 
pray neither to Szints or Angels, or to the Virgin 
Mary. Our Liturgy is in a known Tongue; and I chal- : 
| lerige all the World to ſhew ſo much as One indecent, 


in- 


We have indeed, left che Church of Rome in every TE 
5 For and Tirtle of her Popery. We do not own the 
Pope's Supremacy, or his Infallibility, We retain none 
of their New Articlis of Faith, We do not hold Tran- 
| ſubſtantiation, or that there is a Purgatory, that 

Pardons are to be bought, or Indulgencies to be pur- 

chaſed. We have no more Sacraments thruſt upon us, 
than our Lord himſelf has inſtituted. We deny 7 
the Layity no Part of the Lord's Supper; nor do we 
forbid em to read the Holy Scriptures, or fobb them off 


— 
; 


incoherent, or irreverent Expreſſion i in it : Nay, but ae 
thus Reform'd, and now uſed in the Church of England, 

tis a moſt exact Ra F the primitive Warſhip 2 
in its greateſt Purity. 


And after all this, may we not well ſtand amazed 


at their confident Noiſe and Clamour, who will not 
yet ceaſe laying Popery to our charge? Surely, they 
know not what they ſay; they are ignorant what 
Pope ry is. And this (as 1 humbly conceive) being 
the beſt Excuſe that can be made for them, 1 will 
: forbear all further Cenſure, _ 5 


And what now remains, but that we do with glad- 


| ſome and grateful Hearts, embrace all poſſible Op- 
portunities of aſſembling. our ſelves together in ur 


moſt excellent and 1 Way to worſhip rhe Ged 0 f our 


* Fathers. : | 
5 And, believe me, the publick Worſpip of God i is not 8 
. ſuch a trivial Thing, as that it may be neglected for 
every poor and lame Excuſe, or upon every ſlender 


Pretence of Scruple or Inconvenicncy, or as oft as 


a croſs Humour, or ſuperſtitious Niceneſs may fin 


fault, or a diſcontented Eye may «lpy i in it ſme 5 


5 Matter of Diſlikbe. . 
For after all, we muſt (to e the Truth). we 


muſt go to Heaven to find a Church without Spot 


er Wrinkle ; and we could not joyn in ary Way of 


publick Worſhip this Day upon Earth, if every Thing 
_ s liable to Exception, ſhould oblige us to forſake 
By ſuch a looſe and giddy Principle, would the 


beſt Church in this World be made obnoxious to 
eternal Schiſms, to be ſnatter' d into numberleſs Fe cticns, 


to be mangled and crumbled all to Fires, to be * 


: vided and ſubdivided without any End. 


For thus, Iwill here ſuppoſe even of our Wa ay 0 
Worſhip, that tis poſſible to change and alter it as 


the better; to order ſome Things in it with more ; 
f Deeency, and more to Edification, than lome 1 will ima- 


25 = 


1 | 


| pine them to be now order'd. Yes, and to pleaſe 


em if I can, I will further ſuppoſe, That they had the 


Ordering of theſe things accordingly. Well, and if 
ſo? Let when they ſhould have done their beſt, 1 


doubt not, but orhers as humourſome and ſelf-conceit-. 


ed as themſelves, would be for Altering again, and 
for Correcting and Mending hat ed had lo wiſe- : 
7 order'd. 


And if they were all to have their 07 Wills, and 5 : 


1 to go their own Ways, and to tolluw their own . : 


Inventions, what mad Contuſions would enſue 
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b May I not venture to ſay, that they would never . | 


. agree, that they would never all be pleas d, that there 


never could be ny fx d or Lertled W 0 ſo Jong as 
8 the World ſtands 2 | 
But what then is to be done for Peace and Vote 5 
5 among our felves? Why truly, Authority, without 


doubt, is to over-rule in this Cale, and to bring to A- 


greement our differing Fancies, and never ought we 
to advance our private Concers to the publick Re- 


ſolutions. Tis monſtrous Pride and Perverſeneſs, to 


be over- nice and buſie in cenſating and condemaing oy 
- what we are bound to obey. 
And pray, lec me ask this plain Obeflion: : Was 

: er ever yet any I aw contiiv'd by the Wit of Man, 


that no body could find fault with? If we were to 0- 


bey no Laws, till fuch Laws could be invented, as 
would pleaſe every body, I am afraid, that there ne- 
ver would be any 1.ich thing as Obedience in the 
World. And therefore all that we can modeſtly do 


in the Caſe of Obedience, is but to enquire whether 
the Laws of God be obſerv'd ; and if ſo, the Ditpute, _ 


for all us, mult be atan end ʒ and we muſt — Au- 
| thority i in all 1 4 * fu tir gs. 8 
And now, at lat, 1 will only fanber fay i in ha Is 
| Behalf of our Jy f bie, Thar there is not the 
= leaſt Thing enjoy nd it, chat incerferes wich any Le 
| of 


— — ——ÿ— ono — ——ũ———ũ— — — 
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ol God, or that's any ways repugnant to the leaſt 
Fot or Titrle of his Written Word. No, there is not; 
I am very ſure, there is not a Chapter or Verſe in the 
whole Bible, that forbids any thing that's at any time 1 
| _ requir'd of us in our Church- Aſſemblies. 
And to ſome Men we need no other Evidence of 8 
This, than that Occuſional Communion Which has made 
= ſuch a Noiſe in the World. And certainly, a tender 
| Conſcience will not upon any Occaſion whatever, give 
à Man leave to do, what he believes and knows by... 
be ſinful And therefore he, whoſe Conſcience can 
give him leave to communicate with us upon Ocoaſion, 2” 
it muſt at the ſame time tell him, that he may do it 
without Sin, and conſequently, chat our Church . „ | 
no ſinful Terms of Communion. _ 
And thus is ſhe juſtify'd and held n 1 She 
3 has the Teſtimony of all the Occaſional Conformiſts ; 
'| and youmuſteither allow their Evidence, or condemn 4 
| their Occofo onal Communion : Which is al that I ak 
At prefent. 1 ; 
1--::.- And upon the whole matter, 1 will now conclude : 
[Concerning our ſelves, and rake it for granted, That 
1 5 none of us will ever be aſham'd or afraid to ſay, that 
fer the Way, which ſome maliciouſly, and ſome igno- 
N anti cal Foperj ; J will we beta as the God of our 5 
„ Fatbers. 3 7 
1 Now to the Holy, Bled, 5 Glen Trinity, Three 
= 1 Perſons ana One God, be aſcrib'd (as is moſt due) all 
aan, Glory, Praiſe, Dominion, and Adoration, for 
. wermore. 5 . | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


82 = ; Some plain Letters in the Defence of Infant- Baptiſm, on of 
*- 10) | D the Mode of Baptizing (now generally uſed in the Church 
£} of England) by ſprinkling or pouring on Water: Which may 


ſerve tor a Confutation of a (mall Treatiſe, intituled, The 5 
EReaſon why not Infant - ſprinkling, but 3 in 5 
8 to be approved, Kc. 5 


A Joſt Vindieuion of delle. Letters : „ Being a Ne bs 
a Ruſſel's Juſt Vindication (as he calls it) of the Doctrine 
and Practice of John the Baptiſt, &c. Wherein he prerends -; 
| * have examin d and confured the ſaid Plain Letters, OY 


. The Counry Curare to the Country People ; endeavour? 
hs a plain Account of the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneeling at the 
Ho Communion, the Weadding- Ring, and the Surplice, With a 
..--.; brief Introduction, ewing rhe true State of the Toleration : HE 
PFitted to the meaneſt Capacities, 5 


A Diſcourſe ſent home to the Moms from is Church 
| of England ein Tuo barts. The Firſt plainly ſhewing them 
that God is more eſpeciaſty preſent, and more eſpecially to 
be worſhipp'd in his own Houſe. The Second is written un- 
to them, that they may know how they ought to behave 
| themſelves i in the Houle of God, which | is che Church. 285 


Al Written 5 the Reverend Mr. Hewerdine, and S I 
for R. Wikio, at #he Rags Head |; in St. . 5 Church. 5 
Terd. | 1 


